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sumed such strength that for fifty years It had dis-
couraged the ambitions of the English to make the
Northwest theirs.

Sir Jeffrey Amherst, to whom Vaudreuil sur-
rendered in 1760, forthwith dispatched to the
western country a military force to take possession
of the posts still remaining in the hands of the
French. The mission was entrusted to a stalwart
New Hampshire Scotch-Irishman, Major Robert
Rogers, who as leader of a band of intrepid
"rangers" had made himself the hero of the north-
ern frontier. Two hundred men were chosen for
the undertaking, and on the 13th of September
the party, in fifteen whaleboats, started up the
St. Lawrence for Detroit.

At the mouth of the Cuyahoga River, near the
site of the present city of Cleveland, the travelers
were halted by a band of Indian chiefs and warriors
who, in the name of their great ruler Pontiac, de-
manded to know the object of their journeying.
Parleys followed, in which Pontiac himself took
part, and it was explained that the French had
surrendered Canada to the English and that the
English merely proposed to assume control of the
western posts, with a view to friendly relations be-
tween the red meil and the white men. The rivers9